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Overview: 
For this assignment, you will respond to the ongoing debate over Confederate monuments in the U.S. At last, the time has come for your “I say” to join the “they say” work you’ve been doing all semester. 

In your paper, you will construct your own well-supported argument about what should be done about the nation’s Confederate statues, applying the strategies and techniques you have learned this semester. 

The goal of your paper is to convince the audience that your argument is valid and defensible by applying critical thought and research skills in support of your claims, substantiating those claims with reasoning and evidence, and providing all necessary contextual information and background for your reader. 

You must, in short, prove to the audience that you actually know what you are writing about as you proceed to assert, explain, and defend your position on the statues.

Your paper should:
· Validate and support your argument by engaging with other sources (this includes using sources that agree with you, as well as those that disagree with you)
· Conduct additional research to provide evidence as needed, filling in any gaps with credible, authoritative sources
· Consider the strengths and weaknesses of your argument and address possible counter-arguments
· Utilize the elements of ethos, pathos, and logos to persuade your audience—build your own credibility, connect emotionally, and provide logical connections between, and support for, your points 
Length & Formatting: 
· 5-7 pages (not including References), double-spaced
· APA format: 12 point, Times New Roman font, one inch margins, a title page, header with page numbers, References page at the end
Audience: an undecided newcomer to the conversation (your goal is to persuade them to agree with your position)

Sources: eight sources, minimum

Submission Process: a hard copy is due in class on the due date (along with the peer review and instructor feedback) and a digital copy must be uploaded to Blackboard by 11:59pm that night.






Parts of Your Research Paper

Introduction:
Your introduction paragraph serves several purposes. The opening of the introduction should work to grab the reader’s attention and hook them, to incentivize your audience to keep reading—without being too cheesy or gimmicky. After the opening, the middle portion of you introduction should ease your reader into the topic at hand by providing key background and context for your topic. You must assume your reader is a newcomer to the conversation, who needs information to help them discover what’s going on. Think of this part of your introduction as a very quick orientation (providing some important basics) to the conversation your argument is responding to.

Your introduction must make clear that you are responding to a conversation—either to specific speakers (“John Davidson and Deroy Murdock”) or to a more general idea or group of people (“those who believe we should keep Confederate statues”). It’s even possible that you might be responding to yourself, after a change of mind or heart: “I used to believe that ______, but I have since come to discover that ___________.”)

Thesis:
Your thesis must appear in the introduction of the paper and introduce the main claim you are making as your argument. The thesis is crucial because it serves as the foundation on which you will build the rest of your paper. Your thesis should be the most concise formulation of your argument that you can muster—the no-frills version of the case you are making. In doing so, you must strike a balance between hyper-specificity and vagueness. You will be able to flesh your arguments out in the paper’s body paragraphs, so you shouldn’t go into extreme detail, but you should also avoid vague, directionless language.

In providing this concise, not-too-specific but not-too-vague statement of your argument, you also provide a quick summary of the scope of your paper, the ground it will cover. In this capacity, the thesis statement is a roadmap that gives your reader a sense of not only the points that you will make, but also the order in which you will make them. 

Body Paragraphs:
There are no hard-and-fast rules governing body paragraphs—and successful arguments can unfold in hundreds of different ways. In general, though, your body paragraphs should adhere to the following guidelines:
1) each paragraph should be focused on one main idea, and that idea should be clearly connected to—and work to support—your main claim (i.e., thesis)
2) the topic sentence of the paragraph should identify the main idea of the paragraph; it should make a claim, set forth a smaller piece of your larger argument
3) the rest of the paragraph should work to support the claim made in the topic sentence, either by providing reasoning and research that backs up your point (evidence) or by explaining the evidence you’ve provided and how it connects to your claim (warrant)
Other important suggestions:
The order of your paragraphs is entirely up to you, but bear in mind that the order should be intentional and strategic, that each of your body paragraphs should build on the ones that came before and connect to one another in ways that are clear and easy-to-follow. Each paragraph should have a reason for being where it is (and nowhere else).
Be generous with your transitions. Remember to consistently (and accurately!) mark the connections between your sentences and ideas. In a well-knit paragraph, each sentence should be dependent on every other. Unlike the guy in Beyonce’s song, your sentences should be “irreplaceable.” Removing a sentence should mean that the paragraph’s argument deteriorates or even collapses.
Be generous with your research. Show the reader that you are deeply familiar with this conversation by weaving together your arguments with those of others. Your “I say” should be intertwined with what “they say.”
Always provide attribution for ideas and concepts that are not your own. Acknowledge other voices and help your reader to identify and place those voices in relationship to your own. 
Don’t forget that only using sources that support or agree with your points is by no means the only—or even the most effective—way to bring in other arguments. Anticipate objections to your arguments and plant naysayers. Then, answer those objections in persuasive ways. Including counter arguments and providing rebuttals for those arguments strengthens your credibility and punches up your own argument in powerful ways.
Quotations never stand alone. Remember to explain and interpret the words of others in your own words. Remember, also, to choose quotations carefully; only include ones that are relevant and load-bearing (meaning: they actually are doing work to further your own argument). As long as you are still fairly representing the meaning of the original author, you are welcome to “scavenge” and only select those portions of the original material that are useful and/or relevant to you. In other words, no need to include an entire long sentence when the second half of it is all you need.
Err on the side of over-explaining. Papers have rarely suffered for having spent too long unpacking ideas, restating meanings, clarifying, elaborating, giving examples and providing important metacommentary. They have often suffered for the lack of those.
Conclusion:
End your essay by reviewing, but not repeating your thesis statement and the argument you have made throughout your essay.
If you have not already done so, now is a great time to address the “So what?” question. What is at stake for your reader in this argument? Who cares and why does your argument matter?
Leave your reader with something to take away from your paper. Is there something your reader should think, do, believe, change, or consider after reading your essay? Is there some larger connection that your reader needs to make between your argument and another issue/problem/topic? 
